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CLAY AIKEN CELEBRATES THE HOLIDAYS

WITH THE NEW TOUR, CD, BOOK AND TV SPECIAL
***

***

***

***

'Joyful Noise' Tour Begins Nov. 21 in Pasadena; Christmas Album “Merry Christmas With Love” 

Arrives In Stores Nov. 16

Multi-platinum recording artist Clay Aiken has a busy holiday season ahead, as he begins a 21-city, 22-date tour on Nov. 21, releases a new Christmas CD “Merry Christmas With Love” on Nov. 16, and stars in his first NBC-TV special   “A Clay Aiken Christmas”. on Dec. 8th.  He also has his first book “Learning To Sing” arriving in stores on Nov. 16. 


“Merry Christmas With Love” is Clay’s Christmas CD. The follow-up to his triple-platinum album “Measure of a Man,” the holiday set features classic Christmas songs like “Silent Night”, “O, Holy Night”, and “Sleigh Ride,” as well as some of Aiken’s personal favorite tunes of the season, like “Don’t Save It All for Christmas Day” and “Mary, Did You Know.” Clay’s holiday album was produced by Walter Afanasieff and Phil Ramone.  

On the same day that his album “Merry Christmas With Love” is released, Clay's first book will arrive in stores. "Learning to Sing: Hearing the Music in Your Life (Random House, 272 pages) by Clay Aiken and Allison Glock is a collection of essays about lessons Aiken has learned in life.


Aiken will perform songs from his new holiday CD on "The Joyful Noise Tour," which kicks off Nov. 21 at the Pasadena Civic Auditorium in Pasadena, Calif. He'll appear in 21 cities all over the U.S., wrapping up the tour on 

Dec. 23 in Detroit.


Aiken will travel with a conductor and a 20-piece orchestra. In some cities, he will be supported by the local Philharmonic or symphony. His two dates at Atlanta Symphony Hall on Dec. 17 and 18 will include the Atlanta 

Symphony Orchestra. Local choirs will also participate in some cities.


"This is a different kind of concert," says Aiken, who is setting out on his fourth tour of the U.S. in the last 18 months. "It's not meant to be a show where fans bring signs and scream. The goal is to be more intimate, almost semi-formal. The crew will be dressed up in their Sunday best and I hope the audiences will do the same."

As part of Aiken's role as spokesman for the 2004 U. S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Campaign, Marines will also be collecting new toys at every stop on the tour to be distributed to underprivileged families in each city. Last year, Marines distributed 15 million toys to 6.5 million needy children throughout the United States.  

Merry Christmas With Love – Track Listing:

1. O, Holy Night

2. Winter Wonderland

3. Silent Night

4. Medley: Hark The Herald Angels Sing / O Come All Ye Faithful

5. Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas

6. Mary, Did You Know

7. Joy To The World

8. The Christmas Song (Chestnuts Roasting On An Open Fire)

9. Don’t Save It All For Christmas Day

10. Merry Christmas With Love

11. Sleigh Ride

12. What Are You Doing New Year’s Eve?

The Joyful Noise Tour – Tour Dates:
November 21
Pasadena, CA

Pasadena Civic Auditorium

November 22
Phoenix, AZ

Dodge Theatre

November 23
El Cajon, CA

East County Performing Arts Center

November 26
Costa Mesa, CA

Orange County Performing Arts Center

November 27
San Jose, CA

San Jose Center for the Performing Arts Center

November 29
Salt Lake City, UT

Abravanel Hall

December 2
Sewell, NJ

Commerce Bank Arts Center

December 3
Providence, RI

Providence Performing Arts Center

December 4
Baltimore, MD

Meyerhoff  Symphony Hall

December 8
Lowell, MA

Lowell Memorial Auditorium

December 9
New York, NY

Theatre at Madison Square Garden

December 10
Wallingford, CT

Careerbuilder.Com Oakland Theatre

December 12
Norfolk, VA

Constant Convocation Center

December 13
Raleigh, NC

Meymandi Concert Hall

December 15
Clearwater, FL

Ruth Eckerd Hall

December 16
Melbourne, FL

King Center For The Performing Arts

December 17
Atlanta, GA

Symphony Hall – Woodruff Arts Center

December 18
Atlanta, GA

Symphony Hall – Woodruff Arts Center

December 20
Chicago, IL

Chicago Theatre

December 21
Cleveland, OH

Playhouse Square Center – Palace Theater

December 22
Pittsburgh, PA

Heinz Hall

December 23
Detroit, MA

Mansonic Temple
BMG is the global music division of Bertelsmann AG, one of the world’s leading media companies.  BMG owns more than 200 record labels in 42 countries including Ariola, Arista Records, J Records, Jive Records, RCA Records and RCA Label Group – Nashville.  In addition, BMG’s music publishing operations are the third largest in the world.
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