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___________________________________________

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                        


       JUNE 11, 2004

CITIZEN COPE

'THE CLARENCE GREENWOOD RECORDINGS' 

SET FOR RELEASE SEPTEMBER 14 ON RCA

Citizen Cope, a songwriter and performer whose work recalls classic American forms from dust-bowl fiction to the gritty urban poetry of the hip-hop generation, has finished work on his new album 'The Clarence Greenwood Recordings,' set for release September 14 on RCA.  Told from the perspective of a memorable cast of characters--ranging from the mournful but resolute protaganist of “D'Artanigan's Theme" to a paranoid "Pablo Picasso" defending his imaginary lover from from imaginary powers that be--Cope's freewheeling, often loping, style belies the smoldering intensity of a tree-root fire. 

A polemic reminiscent of Dylan and Marley, the album's first single "Bullet and a Target" is a finger-wagging indictment that spares few targets, from the legacy of "Zeus, Apollo and Adonis" to the inner-city kid looking for "a check with a couple commas." On "Son's Gonna Rise" Cope evokes blues and gospel themes with its angst-ridden verses and hopeful refrain, while "Sideways" crystallizes the ambivalence of love lost, the lone verse repeating hypnotically in its melancholy descent.

Cope (whose real name is Clarence Greenwood) recorded the project at Electric Lady in New York and Central East Studios in his hometown of Washington, D.C..  In addition to contributing lead vocals and production, he also plays a variety of instruments including guitar, keyboard  and drum machines.Several songs feature guest artists: Following Cope's appearance on his 2003 release 'Shaman,' Carlos Santana returned the favor with scorching guitar work on "Son's Gonna Rise," and other songs feature Me'shell Ndegeocello on bass, and James Poyser (Erykah Badu, Common) on keys.

With 'The Clarence Greenwood Recordings' Citizen Cope notches a winning follow-up to his eponymous 2002 debut, which Rolling Stone called "divine" in a 4-star review, noting that he "has more in common with John Lennon, Marvin Gaye, and Randy Newman than with Macy Gray, Tricky, and Beck, though Citizen Cope suggests all six, often simultaneously."

Well known for his magnetic presence in concert--which can range from mesmerizing "pin-drop" ballads to full-tilt heavy-on-the-ones rock--Cope will show off the new songs in a series of June showcases in NYC, Boston, Philly, and D.C., with full national touring planned for the Summer and Fall. (See below for confirmed dates)

Citizen Cope confirmed dates as of 6/10/04

 

Date

City


Venue

6/8/2004    
Philadelphia, PA
Tin Angel

6/9/2004    
New York, NY
Sin-é         

6/11/2004    
Pittsburgh, PA
Point State Park     

6/12/2004   
Arlington, VA

IOTA          

6/14/2004    
Boston, MA

Paradise Lounge    

6/15/2004    
Philadelphia, PA
Tin Angel        

6/16/2004    
New York, NY
Sin-é             

6/19/2004    
New York, NY
BB King's (opening for B.B. King)

6/21/2004    
Boston, MA

Paradise Lounge    

6/22/2004    
Philadelphia, PA
Tin Angel        

6/23/2004    
New York, NY
Sin-é             

6/24/2004    
Baltimore, MD
The Funk Box    

6/28/2004    
Boston, MA

Paradise Lounge   

6/29/2004    
New York, NY
Merkin Hall       

6/30/2004    
Annapolis, MD
Rams Head

###







