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RCA RECORDS SIGNS 'AMERICAN IDOL'RUNNER UP CLAY AIKEN

Los Angeles, CA- Spiky-haired boy next door Clay Aiken proved he's got what it takes to win the hearts of millions of Americans when the 24-year-old Raleigh, N.C. native also won himself a recording contract on RCA Records through Simon Fuller's 19 Recordings Limited.

As the runner up of FOX television's May 21 'American Idol' finale, Aiken will become the latest singing sensation taken under the wing of music industry legend Clive Davis who will also executive produce his full-length debut, in consultation with Fuller due in September.

In the meantime, Aiken's debut double A side single,  "Bridge Over Troubled Water" & a original song recording of  "This is the Night" (Aldo Nova/Gary Burr/Chris Braide), will hit stores on June 10. If the success of inaugural 'American Idol' champion Kelly Clarkson is any indication, AIken biggest accomplishments are yet to come. Clarkson's RCA Record's debut, Thankful, recently stormed into The Billboard 200 at No.1, selling over 300,000 copies in its first week and becoming the year's best-selling release by a debut artist. Additionally, both Aiken and this year’s Idol winner Studdard have already been enjoying their first tastes of success: Both singers are featured on the 'American Idol' finalists'version of Lee Greenwood's "God Bless the U.S.A.," the No. 1 single in the country for the last four weeks. The hour finale of American Idol is FOX's 2nd highest rated entertainment telecast ever across key measures. Over 52.2 Million viewers watched all or part of the American Idol finale from 9-10. The February premiere of 'American Idol' Season 2 was FOX's fourth-highest rated season or series premiere ever among adults 18-49. The series is averaging 21 million viewers per episode, easily outdistancing its nearest competitors in the teen market and dominating its time slot across all key demos.

The 19 Group of Companies was founded by Simon Fuller in 1985 and since then has achieved over 35 No. 1 singles and 13 No. 1 albums.  Fuller also has an impressive tally of over 60 Top 40 albums and 170 Top 40 singles in the UK alone.  Fuller created and managed the Spice Girls, who became a global phenomenon under his guidance, selling over 38 million albums.  In 1998, Fuller's 19 launched S Club 7, which has sold 10 million CDs worldwide, while its three television series to date have consistently topped children's viewing figures, reaching 104 countries. In 2001, Simon Fuller's 19TV created and produced the television phenomenons "Pop Idol" and "American Idol." "Pop Idol" launched the singing careers of Will Young and Gareth Gates, both of whom are managed by Fuller and signed to his 19 Recordings record label, while "American Idol" did the same for Kelly Clarkson, Justin Guarini, Tamyra Gray and Christina Christian, all of whom are managed by 19 Management.

BMG is the global music division of Bertelsmann AG, one of the world's leading media companies.  BMG owns more than 200 record labels in 42 countries including Ariola, Arista Records, J Records, Jive Records, RCA Records and RCA Label Group - Nashville.  In addition, BMG's music publishing operations are the third largest in the world.

