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KELLY CLARKSON’S THANKFUL IS CERTIFIED PLATINUM
Thankful, the smash RCA/19 Entertainment release from Kelly Clarkson, has been certified platinum by the R.I.A.A., signifying sales in excess of 1.3 million units. RCA Music Group Chairman Clive Davis presented the platinum award to Clarkson in front of 38 million television viewers during last week’s season finale of “American Idol 2.”

The certification follows Thankful’s explosive first week, when it sold 279,000 copies and entered the Billboard Top 200 album chart at No. 1. Leading the way is Clarkson’s out-of-the-box smash hit single “Miss Independent.” In addition to being a top ten hit and growing at mainstream and pop radio, the song’s video, directed by Liz Friedlander (blink-182, Michelle Branch), is No. 1 on MTV’s TRL. 

Next up for Clarkson, who’s already dazzled the nation with performances on shows such as “Live with Regis and Kelly,” “The Tonight Show with Jay Leno,” “Good Morning America,” “The View,” “Dateline” and many others, is an outdoor concert with Justin Guarini on “Good Morning America” on June 13th along with the movie release on 20th Century Fox “From Justin To Kelly”. 

Considering all of the above, it’s no wonder that Thankful is already the most successful debut album of the year.

BMG is the global music division of Bertelsmann AG, one of the world’s leading media companies.  BMG owns more than 200 record labels in 42 countries including Ariola, Arista Records, J Records, Jive Records, RCA Records and RCA Label Group – Nashville.  In addition, BMG’s music publishing operations are the third largest in the world.

The 19 Group of Companies was founded by Simon Fuller in 1985 and since then has achieved over 35 No. 1 singles and 13 No. 1 albums.  Fuller also has an impressive tally of over 60 Top 40 albums and 170 Top 40 singles in the UK alone.  Fuller created and managed the Spice Girls, who became a global phenomenon under his guidance, selling over 38 million albums.  In 1998, Fuller’s 19 launched S Club 7, which has sold 10 million CDs worldwide, while its three television series to date have consistently topped children’s viewing figures, reaching 104 countries. In 2001, Simon Fuller’s 19TV created and produced the television phenomenons “Pop Idol” and “American Idol.”  “Pop Idol” launched the singing careers of Will Young and Gareth Gates, both of whom are managed by Fuller and signed to his 19 Recordings record label, while “American Idol” did the same for Kelly Clarkson, Justin Guarini, Tamyra Gray and Christina Christian, all of whom are managed by 19 Management.
