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                  April 15, 2004  

THIRD SEASON ‘AMERICAN IDOL’  CONTESTANTS SING SOUL CLASSICS ON NEW COMPILATION ALBUM, 

DUE IN STORES APRIL 27
Los Angeles, CA – April 15, 2004: The judges have called them the “best group of 12 in the history of ‘American Idol.’” The Top 12 contestants from the third season of the popular hit series have put their special touch on the greatest soul classics of all time, for a new compilation album to be released on April 27 by the RCA Records Label.

Interest in the third season contestants continues to build, thanks to the soaring ratings for “American Idol,” with record highs being set this season by FOX Television.  The “Greatest Soul Classics” album will be the first recorded product by this latest group of “American Idol” finalists.

This album follows the successful releases of compilation albums by the first and second season contestants, as well as multi-platinum albums by Kelly Clarkson, Ruben Studdard, and Clay Aiken.

The track line up for ‘Greatest Soul Classics” is:

“Chain of Fools,” Fantasia Barrino. The 19-year-old singer from High Point, N.C. with the gutsy, soulful voice burns the Aretha Franklin hit.

“Me and Mrs. Jones,” George Huff. Simon Cowell’s choice on the Wild Card show, George brings his unique, expressive voice to Billy Paul’s No. 1 hit.

"I Heard It Through the Grapevine," Diana DeGarmo. One of two 16-year-olds in this season's competition, the teenager from Snellville, Georgia, sings one of the most successful all time songs in the Motown catalog, a huge hit for Gladys Knight & the Pips as well as Marvin Gaye.
“If You Don’t Know Me By Now,” La Toya London. Originally a hit for Harold Melvin and the Blue Notes, the song went to No. 1 when it was recorded by Simply Red. Now the song belongs to La Toya London, a native of Oakland, California.

“Neither One of Us (Wants to Be the First to Say Goodbye),” Jennifer Hudson. The 22-year-old from Chicago was Randy Jackson’s choice on the Wild Card show. She captures all the soulful energy that Gladys Knight and the Pips ignited when they made this song their own.

“You Make Me Feel Brand New,” Amy Adams., Hailing from Bakersfield, Calif., interprets this Stylistics favorite.
“(Sittin’ On) The Dock of the Bay,” Matthew Rogers, Matt is a big guy with a big personality from Rancho Cucamonga, California. He sang Otis Redding’s “Hard to Handle” on “American Idol,” and here he delivers Reddings’ biggest hit.
“Midnight Train to Georgia,” Jasmine Trias. The 17-year-old from Mililani, Hawaii, sings her version of Gladys Knight & the Pips’ classic No. 1 song.

“My Girl,” Jon Peter Lewis. Coming from Rexburg, Idaho, is America’s choice on the Wild Card show. He sings the Smokey Robinson classic that was a No. 1 hit for the Temptations.
“Until You Come Back to Me,” Camile Velasco. The 18-year old from Haiku, interprets a classic Aretha Franklin song, written by Stevie Wonder.
“Betcha By Golly Wow,” Leah  LaBelle. Leah LaBelle was Paula Abdul’s choice on the Wild Card show and here she brings life to this great copyright standard.
"You Are Everything," John Stevens. Dubbed "Teen Martin" because of his age (16 years old) and his rat-pack style, the singer from East Amherst, New York, takes on the first top 10 hit by the Stylistics.
“Ain’t No Mountain High Enough,” American Idol Finalists. All 12 finalists offer their rendition of the Nick Ashford/Valerie Simpson song that was a hit for Marvin Gaye & Tammi Terrell as well as Diana Ross. This version incorporates the best parts of both arrangements.
The 19 Group of Companies was founded by Simon Fuller in 1985 and since then its artists, producers, and writers have achieved 101 No. 1 singles and 83 No. 1 albums in the US and UK alone.  Fuller’s company also has an impressive current tally of 255 Top 40 albums and 394 Top 40 singles.  Fuller created and managed the Spice Girls, who became a global phenomenon under his guidance, selling over 38 million albums.  In 1998, Fuller’s 19 launched S Club 7, which has sold 10 million CDs worldwide, while its three television series to date have consistently topped children’s viewing figures, reaching 104 countries. In 2001, Simon Fuller’s 19TV created and produced the television phenomenon “Pop Idol,” the format that is currently in production in more than 34 countries around the world, specifically in North America under the “American Idol” title, which has been nominated for five Emmy Awards.  19 also manages such leading music artists as Academy Award, Golden Globe and Grammy Award Winner Annie Lennox, Will Young, Gareth Gates, platinum recording artists Kelly Clarkson, Ruben Studdard and Clay Aiken, as well as Tamyra Gray and Christina Christian.
The RCA Music Group is a BMG-owned label group run by Clive Davis. The RCA roster is home to superstar artists Christina Aguilera, Dave Matthews Band, The Strokes, Foo Fighters, David Gray, Heather Headley, Kelly Clarkson, and more. The J Records roster is home to platinum superstars Annie Lennox, Alicia Keys, Rod Stewart, Luther Vandross, Busta Rhymes, Tyrese and Monica, among others. Clive Davis, Chairman and CEO of the RCA Music Group, is the legendary executive who after helming Columbia Records for eight years, founded Arista Records in 1975 and nurtured many of today’s top musical artists including Whitney Houston, Bruce Springsteen, Aerosmith, Santana, Patti Smith, Sarah McLachlan and Dido.
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